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Avon and Somerset Constabulary is
taking part in a week-long initiative
to reduce knife crime, after new
figures revealed the force saw a 14
per cent increase in knife crime
during the past year.
The increase is higher than the
national average of a nine per cent
increase, while some 19 per cent of
people involved in knife crimes are
aged 17 and under. A further 23 per
cent are aged between 18 and 24.
The national knife crime initiative Operation Sceptre began on
Monday and involves a range of
different tactics, including educa-
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tion, targeted patrols of hotspot
areas, amnesty bins and test
purchase exercises.
Avon and Somerset’s officers will
carry out extra patrols in areas
where it is known people are more
likely to be carrying knives.
The force also said it would make
full use of its stop-and-search
powers where it was appropriate to
do so, and knife amnesty bins will
also be placed in the front offices of
main police stations and buildings
for the entire week.
■ For more details on how police
are tackling knife crime, pick up a
copy of the Weston Mercury
tomorrow (Thursday).
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■ A week-long initiative to tackle the problem has been launched.
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