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theatre

Razor-sharp thrills...
The demon barber of Fleet 

Street descended on the 
Blakehay Theatre this month – 

and Worle Operatic and Dramatic 
Society’s retelling proved a triumph 
with Weston audiences.

The terrifying tale of Sweeney 
Todd has been around since the mid-
19th century, but was catapulted into 
the mainstream by Stephen 
Sondheim’s 1979 musical and Johnny 
Depp’s 2007 film.

The WODS version which thrilled 
theatre-goers in November retained 
many of the best-loved elements of 
what has gone before, but also 
provided plenty of new ideas too. 

Of course, the plot is well known 
to most. Todd, wronged and deported 
by a powerful romantic rival, returns 
to Victorian England to wreak bloody 
revenge.

And therein lies the key to a 
successful production – audiences 
must be able to sympathise with 

Todd’s situation and motives, even as 
they abhor his methods. 

Conveying that conflict is a 
challenging task for any actor, but 
one which the outstanding Edward 
Creswick managed with aplomb.

His deadly razors claimed plenty 
of barber’s chair victims for Mrs 
Lovett’s infamous pie shop, and each 
was dispatched with a glint in 
Creswick’s eye which convincinly 
portrayed the anger and sorrow 
within Todd’s tortured mind. 

He succeeded in creating a 
character which was simultaneously  
mesmerising and frightening. 

Creswick was supported superbly 
by Lynda James – whose lively 
performance as Mrs Lovett offered 
some light relief amid the sinister 
goings-on – and a talented ensemble 
of balladeers.

As those familiar with the 
Sweeney Todd soundtrack will attest, 
it is packed full of exceptional songs – 

but is among theatre’s most 
challenging to execute. 

Songs are incredibly complex, with 
tongue-twisting lyrics often delivered 
at high speed; a host of strong voices 
are needed to pull it off and create the 
eery atmosphere needed for the show 
to succeed. 

But the talent displayed by the 
WODS cast was truly astonishing, and 
helped to create a professional-level 
production which rightly earned an 
enthusiastic ovation from audiences. �

REGAINING CONTROL  
WITH HYPNOTHERAPY
Local hypnotherapist Rae Arundel, is warning 
of the dangers of prolonged stress on our 
psychological and physical well-being. Clients 
consult with Rae about a wide range of stress-
related conditions, including anxiety, digestive 
problems, high blood pressure, sleep problems  
and weight gain, often as a result of a heavy 
workload, fast-paced lifestyle, past trauma, 
financial pressures or relationship issues. Find out 
how you can feel better faster using Hypnotherapy 
to overcome your fears and unwanted behaviours.

Cowan House 21 Ellenborough Park North 

Weston-Super-Mare BS23 1XQ

For your HALF PRICE Initial Consultation,  
phone 07584035873 or see the website at  
www.harbourside-hypnotherapy.co.uk

�  Reduce Stress  
& Anxiety

�  Hypnotic Gastric 
Band Weight Loss

�   Hypnosis for 
Pregnancy  
& Childbirth

�  Remove Fears  
& Phobias

� Beat Depression

� Stop Smoking

�  Manage Sleep 
Problems

�  Control Panic Attacks

�  Stop Drinking Alcohol




